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land revenue, and many other matters, all
received attention from this strenuous
Viceroy, in some improvement in details
being effected, in others more drastic
alterations. Sometimes, indeed, the
reforms ended only in increased cen-
tralisation and in the creation of new and
lucrative posts for officials. But the
saving grace of Lord Curzon's adminis-
tration, the problem in regard to which
he showed real statesmanship, was his
frontier policy. Although inveigled by the
military party into a somewhat discredit-
able adventure in Thibet, he otherwise
kept the Army element amongst his
advisers in its proper place. He refused
to permit the soldier to usurp the functions
of the statesman. His frontier policy on
the bloodstained Afghan border was a
brilliant success. In place of constant
raid and counter-raid he substituted a
condition of comparative peace; futile
expenditure ceased, and whereas in the
five years ending 1899 four and a half
millions sterling were squandered in mili-
tary operations, a quarter of a million only